• New, innovative sustainable product from soy 
Research Questions
• How do students find and use information resources for innovation competitions?
• How do students incorporate business information into decisionmaking within innovation competitions?
• Focus Groups
• 10 students across 2 groups
• All participated in most recent competition
• 7 participated in multiple years
• 9 undergraduate, 1 graduate
Methods

Results
Primary Market Research, Personal Connection
• "I had to go out and ask. I asked for examples... I was able to find small examples, large examples... so I was able to find how fast they could do it, how well they could do it, and then I was able to use that basic information to help develop the cost-benefit analysis, so I could compare our products to other products out there"
• "For our group we just went to the supermarket and then see which product is, has large demand for daily groceries, because we like a market that covers daily life, or like a majority of demand that people would want"
• "He just started calling, and he probably called dozens of… local contractors and some larger ones just to get specific numbers, and that made a very big difference when we went into the final report and the presentation, because
[we] had a list of actual companies and the revenues… and we were able to price our thing realistically."
• "Yeah, we kind of went to the hog farm and asked them questions about marketing."
Primary Market Research, Personal Connection
Decision-Making
• Using information to support decisions
• One student who had previously participated in the competition talked about front-loading the research process so they would be able to make changes early based on the information they discovered
• Librarian Consultation • "And then after actually looking at the market, and we had met with [the business librarian], who is, helps with marketing, she said you want to do something that can help distinguish your product, and so then we thought about how soy has more density, and that's how we got to the weighted blanket. So we weren't originally weighted blanket, we were just insulation first."
• Another group found out during a consultation that the costs on the product they would be replacing with soy were already so low, it didn't make sense to try and create a new soy-based version.
